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BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 
FOR 

Regulating the Trial of Controverted Eledlions or 
Returns of Members to ferve in the United Par- 
liament for Ireland. 



Note, — ‘J’he Figures in the Margin denote the Number o/" the Folios 
m the written Copy. 

N. B.— r//^ Claufes marked (A.) (B.) (C.) (D.) (E.) and (F.) 
were added by the Committee. 



an A6t was pafTed in the laft Seffion of i; 
J SIU t i^aiiiament, intituled, “ An A£i for regulating, until the 
J “ Firft Day of May One thoufand Eight hundred and 
t< Two, the Trial of Controverted Eleftions or Returns 
“ of Members to ferve in the United Parliament of Great Britain 
and Ireland, for that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, 
and for regulating the Qualification of Members to ferve in the 
faid United Parliament;” which A£l, lb far as the fame related 
to fiich Controverted Eledlions or Returns, is now expired ; and 
it is expedient that other Provifons fhould be made for the regulat- 
ing the Trial of fuch Controverted Elebtions or Returns ; 

it tbcitfore SEnaSeD by the king’s Moft Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords 
A Spiritual 
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Spiritual aad Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament 
aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and after 
thepaffing of this A6):, all and every the Rules, Regulations, Autho- 
rities, and Powers heretofore given or prefcribed by any A6f or 
A6ls of Parliament of Great Britain, and in force at the Time of 
the palling of the A6t for the Union of ' Great Britain and Ireland, 
Muth reipecl: to Petitions prefented to the Houfe of Commons, com- 
plaining of undue ElefHons or Returns of Members to ferve inPar- 
liament, or complaining of the Omiffion or Infufhciency of any fuch 
Return, and'with refpedl.toPetitions ofPerfons defiring to oppofe any 
Right of Eleftion, or any Right of choofing, nominating, or appoint- 
ing Returning Officers, Mdiich lhall have been deemed valid by the 
Determination of any Seledl; Committee of the Houfe. of Commons, 
and with refpedl to the Trial and Determination of all filch Petitions 
by all fuch Seledl Committees, ffiall be in full Force and Efiecl: 
with relpedl to all fuch Petitions as fliall or may be hereafter from 
Time to Time prefented to the Houfe of Commons of the Par- 
liament of the faid United Kingdom, complaining of undue Elections 
or Returns of Members to ieiwe in Parliament for any County, 
Stewartry,' City, Borough, Cincjue Port, Town, or Place, in any 
Part of the faid United Kingdom, or of the Omiffion or Inliifficien- 
cy of any fuch Returns, or from any Pcrfon or Perfons defirihg to 
2 oppofe any fuch Right of Eledlioii, or of choofing, nominating, or, 
appointing Returning Officers,, in as full and ample a Manner as if 
the fame Rules, Regulations, Authorities, and Powers were herein 
repeated, and particularly and fpccifically Enadled, concerning the 
fame Petitio.ns, and the Trial and Determination thereof; except 
fo far as the fame are altered in and by this prefent A61. 

And be if further Enadled, That no Petition complaining of 
any undue Eledlion or' Return for any County, City, Borough, 
Town, or Place, in that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, 
or of the Omiffion or Infufficiency of any fuch Return, or from 
any Perfon or Perfons defiring to oppofe any Right of Elefhon, 
or of choofing^ nominating, or appointing Returning Officers in or 
for any fuch County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, fiball be pro- 
ceeded upon by the Houfe of Commons, unlefs the fame ffiall 
Rate all and every the feveral Matters and Things, of and con- 
cerning which the Petitioner or Petitioners prefenting the fame is 
or are defirous of complaining, and to which he or they purpofe 
or intend to call and examine Witneffes; and that no Witneis or 
Witnefles ffiall be called or examined by or on the Behalf of fuch 
Petitioner or Petitioners, either by or before the Sele6f Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons to be choien for the I'rial and De- 
termination 
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termination of the Merits of fiich Petition, or by or before the 
Coramiiiioners to be clioien and appointed in Manner herein 
mentioned, to any Matter or Thing not contained or fet forth 
in liich Petition, or in the Lifts and Statements liereiil men- 
tioned. 

And be it farther Enadhed, That all the Parties appearing be- 
fore any. Select Committee to be chol'en for the Trial and Deter- 
mination of the Merits of any fuch Petition, fhall immediately 
after a Chairman fhall have been chofen by the laid Committee, 3 
and before any other Bufinefs fhall be proceeded iTpon by the laid 
Parties, or either of them, before the faid Committee interchange 
with and among each other, Lifts of all fuch Votes, and of the 
Names of ail fuch Voters, to which either of the faid Parties put- 
poie and intend to objedl; and that the faid Parties fliall alfo 
interchange with and among each other. Statements in Writing of 
all Particulars refpedting any Right of voting, or of chooling or no- 
minating a Returning Officer, and refpedling all fuch other blatters 
and Things whatever, as either of the faid Parties mean to infift’ 
upon, or to contend for, or to objedk to; and that no Witnefs or 
Witnelfes fhall be called or examined by or on Behalf of either of 
the faid Parties, before the faid Seledf Committee, or before the 
laid Cbmmiiiioners, or either of them, to any Matter or Thing not 
fpecified and contained in the faid Lifts or Statements refpedtively, 
or in. the Petition complaining of the Election or Return in quel- 4 
tion, as herein mentioned and provided. 

And, for avoiding the Inconveniences and Expence which may 
in certain Cafes arife, by reafon of Witnefles being brought 
from Ireland to be perfonally examined before Committees of the' 
Houfe of Commons; Be it Enafted, That whenever a Seleft Com- 
mittee of the Ploufe of Commons fhall at any Time heieafter be 
appointed for the Trial and Determination of any Petition com- 
plaining of an undue Eledion or Return of Members to_^ferve in 
Parliament for any County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, ^ iti 
that Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland, or complainirig 
of the Omifiion or Infufficiency of any fiich Return, oi’ fiom any 
Perfon or Perfons defiring to oppofe any Right of Eiedllon, of an'y 
Right of chooling a’Returnirig Officer or Returning Officers, iii 
or for fuch County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, upon its ap- 
pearing to the laid Committee, from the Nature' of the Calc, 
and the Number of Witnefles to be examined relative to any parti- 5 
cular Allegation or Allegations in the faid Petition, that the farhe 
camiot be'effie6tually enquired into or determined by and before fuch 

Committee, 
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Committee, without great Expence and Inconvenience to the Parties, 
or either of them, it lhall and may be lawful to and for the faid 
Sele61: Committee, uj)on Application of any of the Parties before 
the faid Seledl Committee, at any Period during the Courfe of their 
Proceedings upon fuch Petition, to make an Order for the Nomi- 
nation and Appointment of Commiffioners, in Manner herein di- 
redled. 

Provided always, and be it further Enabled, That if the faid Com- 
mittee fliall not think it neceffary to make fuch Order, or to ap- 
2 :>oint fuch Commiffioners as aforefaid, then and in fuch Cafe the 
faid Committee fhall proceed to try the Merits of the faid Petition, 
in the fame Manner as the Merits on Petitions refpe6ling Contro- 
verted Eiedlions are tried for that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Great Britain. 

And be it further Ena61ed, That whenever the faid Committee 
fhall think fit to make an Order for the Appointment of Commii- 
fioners as aforefaid, fuch Commifhoners fhall be appointed in Man- 
ner herein mentioned; that is to fay, on the next Sitting Day 
f after the faid Order fnall have been made by the laid Committee, 
at the Time previoufly appointed by the faid Committee, in the 
Prefence of the faid Committee, and alfo in the Prefence of the faid 
Petitioners, their Counfel or Agents, and of the Sitting Members, 
their Counfei or Agents, and alfo in the Prefence of all Parties be- 
fore the Houfe on diftindl Interefts, or complaining or com- 
plained of on different Grounds, or whofe Right to be eledled or 
returned may be affe6ted by the • Determination of the faid Select 
Committee, or their feverai and refpetSlive Counfel or Agents (or • 
in the Prefence of fuch of the faid Parties, their Couniel or Agents, 
as lliall then and there attend) the Names of Three Barnlters, 
each being of Six Years handing at the Bar at the lead:, and each 
of them having confented under their Hands and Seals to be- 
come Commiffioners on being appointed in Manner herein men- 
tioned (and not having voted at the tile61ion in quehion for the 
County, City, Borough, Town, or Place, refpedting which the 
Eleftion or Return complained of, or other iiibject Matter of 
the Petition in quehion, arofe or ha^ipened, and not being, nor 
7 having been at the Time of the Election in queftioii Sheriff of 
the County, or Returning Officer of the City, Borough, Town, 
or Place, in or for which the faid Eledlion, Return, or other 
Matter of the Petition in queftion, arole or happened, nor 
having been Counfel at fuch EledUon) fhall be delivered to the 
Chairman of the faid Committee, by or on Behalf of each and 

every 
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every the faid diftin6t Parties, or by or on behalf of fuch of them 
as fliall then and there attend by themfelves, their Counfel or 
Agents ; and a Lift of the whole of fuch Names fhall forthwith 
be made; and thereupon the faid Parties, their Counfel or Agents, 
beginning on the Part of the faid Petitioners, flialt, in the Prefence 
of the faid Committee, proceed alternately (or if there fliall be 
more than Two Parties before the Houfe on diftindl Interefts, or 
complaining or complained of upon different Grounds, or whofe 
•Right to be eledled or returned may be affetled by the Determina- 
tion of the faid Seletft Committee, the faid Parties, their Counfel 
•or Agents, fliall proceed fucceffively as the Cafe may require) to § 
ftrike off the Name of One of the faid Barrifters contained in 
the faid Lift, until the Number fhall be reduced to Two ; which 
laid Two Barrifters, together with the Chairman, whofliall alfo be 
a Barrifter of like ftanding, and who fliall be named and appointed 
in Manner herein mentioned, fhall be Commiffioners for the Pur- 
pofe of examining all fuch Matters and Things as fhall be re- 
ferred to them by the faid Selefl: Committee in Manner aforefaid,- 
•and as fhall be fpecially affigned and limited in the Order of the 
•faid Committee, for that Purpofe made as aforefaid. 

And be it further Ena£led, That immediately after the Appoint- 
ment of the faid Two Commiffioners in Manner aforefaid, and be- 
fore the faid Committee fhall adjourn, a Third Commiffioner, for 
the Purpofes aforefaid, and who fliall be the Chairman of the 
•Paid Comraiffion, fhall be appointed in Manner following (that 
is to fay) if all the Parties interefted fliall agree among them- 
felves in nominating and appointing any One flich Barrifter, who 9 
;fliall have confented to fiich Appointment under his Hand and Seal, 
then fuch Barrifter fo nominated and confenting, fhall be and he is 
■liereby aiipointed to be a Third Commiffioner and Chairman of 
the faid Commiffioners ; but in cafe the feveral Parties fhall not 
agree amongft themfelves in the Appointment of fuch Chairman 
as aforefaid, then it fhall be lawful for the faid Seledl Committee, 
to nominate any Barrifter of like ftanding in Manner herein 
mentioned. 

And in order to enable the faid Select Committee to appoint fuch Clause (A.) 
Chairman as aforefaid, Be it Enacted, That the Clerk of the Crown 
m Ireland or his Deputy fhall, at the Commencement of every Scf- 
fion of Parliament lend over to the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons of the United Parliament, a Lift of all fiich Barrifters, of not 
lefs than Six Years ftanding, who fliall have confented under their 
Hands and Seals to a6t as Chairman to the Commiffioners for the 
B Purpoles 
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Purpofes of this Aft, m cafe they or any of them ftiall be appointed 
]n Manner herein mentioned, out of which Lift the laid Seieff Com- 
mittee arc hereby direiSed to appoint One other Coinmiflioner who 
fliall a6l as Chairman to the laid Commiifioners ; provided, that no 
Barrifter W'hofe Name fnall have been previoufly ftruck off the Lift 
by any of the Parties before the faid Selefl Committee, fliall be ap- 
pointed to a6i as Chairman to the faid Comraiftioners. 

Provided always, and be it further Enafted, That if all the faid 
Parties interefted in fuch Petition fliall agree in nominating any 
Threefuch -Barrifters to be Commiifioners as aforefaid, and fliall de- 
liver to the Chairman of the Seleft Committee, a Lift of Three fuch 
Barrifters fo agreed upon, and confenting to a£l as aforefaid, fuch 
.1 0 Lift being figned by all the faid Parties, fuch Three Perfons fliall 
be and become Commiflioners for the Purpofes aforefaid, as if they 
had been appointed in Adanner herein mentioned ; and in fuch 
Cafe the laid Commiffioiiers fliall appoint One of themfelves to be 
their Chairman. 

Clause (B.) And be it Enafled, That when more than Two Parties appear 
before the Houle upon diftinft and feparate Interefts at the ftriking 
of the Seledl Committee, that if it fliall appear that the faid feveral 
Parties are aftually diftiinft and feparate, and that there is no' 
Collufion between them, that then and in fuch Cafe none of the 
Parties fliall be permitted to give in any Lift of Barrifters to the 
faid Seledl Committee for the Purpofes of appointing Commif- 
fioners as aforefaid, but that the faid Seleff Committee fliall, out 
of the Lift of Barrifters fo returned by the Clerk of the Crown 
or his Deputy, appoint the Three Commiifioners, and nominate 
■W'hieh of the Three fliall adl as Chairman. 

Cl.iuse (F). Provided alfo, and be it further Enafted, That if within One 
Hour after the Time fixed by the faid Committee for the Appoint- 
ment of Commiflioners in purfuance of this Act, the Petitioner or- 
Petitioners fliall not appear either by themfelves, their Coulifel or 
Agents, before the faid Committee, or lhall not give in any Lifts of 
Names in Adanner aforeliud, then and in fuch Cafe the faid Com- 
mittee lhall not proceed to the Appointment of fuch Commiflioners, 
fo far as refpefls fuch Petitioner or Petitioners fo making Default, 
-but fliall forthwith report to the Houfe that fuch Petition in fuch 
relpedl as aforefaid W'as not proceeded upon before the laid Com- 
mittee, and the Petitioner or Petitioners fo negleifting to appear fliall 
be held to have made Default in the Recognizance or Recognizances 
entered into by him or them on the prelenting of fuch Petition. ^ 

Provided 
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And be it further Enafted, That if within One Hour after the 1 1 
Time fixed by the faid Committee for proceeding to the Appoint- 
ment of Commiffioners as aforefaid, the Sitting Member or Sit- 
ting Members, or any other Party or Parties oppofing the Petition, 
fhall not appear before the faid Committee, by himfelf or them- 
felves, or by his or their Counfel or Agents, or ffiall not give 
in any Lift of Names in Manner aforefaid, for the Purpofe 
of apix)inting Commiftioners and of reducing the Lift of liich 
Names as ftiail be delivered by or on Behalf of any Party or Par- 
ties appearing before the laid Select Committee as aforefaid, the 
place of a Party oppoling the Petition fliall be ftipplied by the 
Chairman of the Committee, w’ho ftiall accordingly as often as 12 
it fhall come to his Turn as fupplying the Place of the Party op- 
pofing the Petition to ftrike out a Name, put all the then remaining 
Names into a Glafs, and draw one out, which Name fhall be ftruck 
-off the laid Lift ; and the fame Method of reducing the faid Lift to • 
the Number of Two, fhall be followed whenever any Party fliall 
-waive his Right of ftriking off Names from the faid Lift. 

And be it further Enafted, That when and as foon as the faid 
Commiffioners fhall be aj^pointed in Manner aforefaid, the Chair- 
man of the faid Selefl Committee fhall iffue a Warrant under his 
Hand and Seal, direfled to each of the Commiffioners fo appointed, 
commanding the faid Commiffioners and each of -them, under the 
Penalty of Five Hundred Pounds, to repair to the City, Borough, 

To wn," or Place, in or for which the Eleffion or Return complained 
of, or other Subjeift Matter of the Petition arofe or happened, on a 
Day certain to be named in the faid Warrant, and which Day ffiall 
not be lefs than Fourteen Days nor more than Twenty -one Days 
-diftant from the Day on which the faid Commiffioners were appointed 1 3 
in Manner aforefaid ; and in cafe any of the laid Commiffioners 
ffiall negled or refufe to obey the Injunflion of the laid Warrant, he 
or they fb neglefling or refufing ffiall accordingly forfeit the Sum of 
Five Hundred Pounds, and the laid Chairman of the faid Committee 
ffiall addrefs to the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners, a true Copy 
of the Petition which ffiall have been referred to the faid Com- 
mittee, and of the laid Lifts and difputed Votes and Statements of the 
leveral Parties which ffiall have been delivered before the faid Com- 
mittee, together with a true Copy of the Order made by the laid 
Committee Ipecially affigning and limiting the Faffs or Allegations, 
Matters and Things, relpeffing which the faid Commiffioners are 
required and direfled to examine Evidence, and to report the farne, 
together with all luch other Documents and Papers as the laid 
Sekft Committee lliall think proper; all which Warrants, Peti- , 

tions, 
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tioiis, Orders, and Papers, fiiall be conveyed to the Clerk of the 
-Crown in Ireland or his Deputy, and by him or his Deputy tranf- 
1 4 mitted to the feveral Parties, in the Method ufed in conveying 
Writs in that Part of the United Kingdom called Great Britain ; 
and the faid Chairman of the faid Seleft Committee (hall alfo tranf- 
rait a Copy of his Warrant, but not of the feveral other Papers, to 
the Printer of the Dublin Gazette, to be inlerted in the next Num- 
ber of the faid Gazette which lhall be publifhed after the Re- 
ceipt of the Copy of the faid Warrant by the faid Printer. 

And be it further Enadted, That immediately after -the Completion 
of the Proceedings aforefaid, the faid Chairman of the faid Select 
Committee lhall thereupon report the Proceedings of the faid 
■Committee to the Houle, and lliall alk Permiflion of the Iloufe for 
the laid Committee to adjourn, until fuchTime as the Speaker lliall, 
-by his Warrant, in Manner herein mentioned, diredt the faid 
Committee to re-alTetnble ; and upon fuch Permiffion being granted, 
it lhall and may be lawful for the faid Committee to .adjourn ac- 
cordingly-; any Adi or A-dts of Parliament now in force to the eoli- 
th trary tliereof in anywile irotwithRanding : Provided always, that 
■W'henever any Seledl Committee lhall report to the Houfe in Manner 
aforefaid, they fhall (late in their Report that they have gone through 
all the other Parts of the faid Petition, except what have been fpecial- 
ly referred to the Commiflioners in Ireland herein mentioned. 

And be it further Enadled, That in all Cafes of the Trial of 
Petitions -on Controverted Eledlions, for any County, City, Borough, 
Town, or Place, in that Part of the United Kingdom called Ire- 
land, the Seledl Committee for the Trial of fuch Petition lliall 
not be difTolved on account of the Death or Abfence of any Num, 
her of the Members .thereofj except the Number of the laid 
Committee -lhall be reduced to lefs than Nine any Adi or Adis of 
'Parliament now in force, or any Law, Ufage, or Cullom to the 
■contrary tllereof in anywife notwithllanding. 

And be it further -Enadled, That -on the Day and at -the Place 
appointed, between the Hours of Ten in the Forenoon and 
Four in the Afternoon, the faid Commiflioners and Chairman 
lhall meet and open their Court, or commence their Proceedings, 
by reading the Warrant of the laid Chairman of the faid Seledl 
Committee, and alfo the Copy -of the Petition annexed to the 
faid Warrant, and alfo Copies of -all other Papers tranfmitted 
-j 6 by the laid Chairman ; and the -laid Commiflioners fliall, before 
further proceeding on the Bufmefs of their faid Commiffion, take 
andfubferibe the following Oath.; that is -to fay ; 

“ I A. £. 
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« I A. B. do fwear, That I will, without Favour, AfFeftion, or 
■“ Malice, and according to the beft of my Skill and Know- 
“ ledge, well and trul}^ try and examine all fuch Matters 
“ and Things as lliall be brought before tne by virtue of 
‘‘ a Warrant dated the Day of 

“ under the Hand and Seal of the Chairman of the Selefl: 

“ Committee of the Houfe of Commons, on a Petition 
“ from [here Jiate the Name or Names of the Petitioner 
“ or Petitioners^ and of the Place to which the Petition H- 
“ lates\ ; and that I v>?iil in all Things, well and truly per- 
“ form the Duty of a Commiffioner appointed to try the 
faid Matters and Things, according to the Rules, Regu- 
■“ lations, and Diredtions contained in an A6t, palfed in the 
“ Forty-fecond Year of the Reign of King George- the 
Third, intituled, [here fet forth the 7’itk of this Act.] 

“ So help me GOD.” 

Which Oath the faid Chairman of the faid Commiffiond'rs, having 
firft taken and lubferibed the fame in the Prefence of the reft of ^ 7 
the faid Commiftioiiers, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
adminifter to the other and others of them the faid Comriiif- 
fioners ; and if any Perfon ftiall a6l as a Commiftioner, in the 
Execution of this A6t, not being qualified by his Degree as a Bar- 
rifter, every fuch Perfon lhall for fuch Offence forfeit and pay- 
the Sum of FiveFIundred Pounds, and the faid Commiffioners ftiall 
fit every Day (Sundays, Chriftmas Day, and Good Friday only 
excepted) from the Hour of Ten in the Morning till Four in the 
Afternoon, and ftiall never adjourn for a longer Time than Tweiity- 
four Hours except in cafe of the Death or continued Abfence.of any 
of the faid Commiffioners as herein provided, ' unlefs Sunday, 
Chriftmas Day, or Good Friday, ftiall intervene ; and in cafe of 
luch Intervention, every Meeting, Sitting, or Adjouriimfent, ftiali be ' 
within Twenty-four Hours from the Time of appointing or fiking' 
the fame, exdufive of fuch Sunday, Chriftmas Day, or Good Friday. 

And be it further Enadled, That no one of the faid Commif- 
fioners fhall be allowed to abfent himfelf from the faid Daily Sit- 1 8 
tings and Meetings, except in Cafes of ludden Accident o'r Necef- 
fity, or ill cafe of lllnefsj and that fuch Cafes of fudden AccidOnf 
or "Neceffity fhall be made appear to the others of the laid Com- 
miftionefs, by Fadts fpecially ftated and verified upon Oath of the 
faid Coraniiffioner fo abfenting himfelf ^ and that fuch Ilinefs fhall 
be certified to the others of the faid Cbmmiffibners oh the Oath 
of a Phyfician ; which Oitths fhall be made before one of His' 

C Majefty’s 
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Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace; and that any Commiffionei- who 
ihall ib abfent himfelf without fuch lawful Excufe, fhall for every 
Day on which he fliall ib abfent himfelf forfeit and pay the Sum 
of Five Hundred Pounds. 

And be it further Enadted, That th-e faid Commiffioners fliall 
never fit until all the faid Commiffioners are met, except in Cafes 
where the Abfence of a Commiffioner is verified upon Oath as 
aforefaid, nor then, except by Conlent of all Parties in Manner 
herein mentioned ; and in cafe the faid Commiffioners, , or ilich 
Number as fhall be fo confented to- (the faid Chairman being 
always one) ihall not meet within One Hour after the Time 
•to which the Meeting of the faid Commiffioners ihall have been 
adjourned, ,a further Adjournment ihall be made in the Man- 
ner before diredbed, and fo from Time to Time mitil all the faid 
Commiffioners, or fuch Number as ffiall beib confented to in Man- 
ner herein mentioned (the faid Chairman being always One) 
are affembled ; and if the Number of the faid Commiffioners 
able to attend, fhall at any Time by Death or otherwife be una- 
voidably reduced to lefs than Three, and ihall fo continue for the 
Space of Three Sitting Days, and no fuch Confent as herein 
mentioned ihall have been gh'cn, the Party by whom the Com- 
miffioner fo dying or abfenting himfelf was originally appointed 
ffiall nominate a Barrifter, having coniented iiiManner before men- 
tioned, to a61 as a Commiffioner in his Place; and in cafe of the Death 
or continued Abfence of the Chairman of the faid Commiffioners for 

20 the Space of Three Sitting Days, then the remaining Commif- 
fioners ffiall proceed to nominate One other fuch Barrister, having 
confented in Manner before mentioned, to be a new Commiffioner 
and Chairman ; but in cafe the remaining Commiffioners cannot 
agree in the 'Appointment of a Chairman, then the Names of the 
remaining Commiffioners ffiall be put into aGlafsinopen Court, in 
the Prefence of the Parties, or fuch of them as ffiall attend, and the 
Commiffioner whofe Name is fiiffi drawn out ffiall nominate and 
appoint One fuch Barrifter (having confented in Manner before 
mentioned) to be fuch Chairman, and the faid remaining Commif- 
fioners ffiall give Notice of his Appointment to fuch Commiffioner 
or Chairman fo appointed, who ffiall thereupon, under the Penalty 
of Five Hundred Pounds, repair tothePlace of Meeting of the other 
Commiffioners, on a Day certain to be named by the remaining 
Commiffioners, and which Day ffiall not be more than Fourteen 

21 Days diftant. from the Day on which the faid Commiffioner or 
Chairman was appointed in Manner aforefaid; and all and every 
fuch Commiffioner or Chairman fo from Time to Time to be ap- 
pointed 
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pointed in- the Place or Stead of any Commiffioner or Chairman 
dying or abfenting himfelf for the Time aforefaid, lhall in all 
Refpeds have the fame Power, Jurifdidtion, and Authority, as the 
Commi-ffioner in whole Place or Stead he lhall have been ap- 
pointed in Manner aforefaid, and fliall proceed conjointly with the 
other Commiffioners to complete the Purpofes for which the faid 
Commiffioners were originally appointed. 

Provided always neverthelefs, That notwithilanding any Thing 
herein contained to the contrary, any Number of the faid Com- 
miffioners (the faid Chairman being always one) naay, during 
the Abfence or after the Death of any other or others of the faid 
Commiffioners, execute all the Purpofes of this A6t, with the Con- 
ient of all Parties interelled, and which Confent fliall be efpecially 
entered on the Minutes of the Proceedings of the faid Commii- 
(ion'ers, and figned by the Parties, theii- Counfel or Agents reljiec- 
tively, 

■ Provided always, and be it Enabled, That if any Commiffioner 
appointed by virtue of this A6l fliall be prevented from attending 
at the Day and Place appointed as aforefaid, by any fudden Acci- 
dent, Neceffity, or Illnefs, to be verifled u^ion Oath in Manner 
herein directed with refpedt to the Abfence of either of the 
faid Commiffioners, after proceeding on the faid Commiffion, then, 
and in fuch Cale the Commiffioner or Commiffioners fo prevented 
from attending by fuch fudden Accident, Neceffity, or Illnefs, fliall 
not be liable to the faid Penalty of Five Hundred Pounds ; any Thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding. 

And be it further Enadled, That it fliall and may be lawful for Clause (C.) 
the faid Commiffioners, from Time to Time, to adjourn to any 
Town within the County, in all Cafes where it fliall appear necef- 
fary to them lo to do. 

And be it further Enafted, That the faid Chairman of the 
Commiffion fliall at all Times, by Warrant under his Hand and 
Seal, have Power to fend for all Perfons, Papers, and Records; and 
the faid Commiffioners fliall examine all Witiiefles who fliall come 
before them upon Oath, and fliall examine ail Matters referred 23 
to them, and fliall in all Refpefts' have the lame Powers and 
Authorities for examining the faid. Matters fo referred to them, 
as Seledl Committees of the Houfe of Commons on controverted 
Eledlions have, for examining the Matters and Things referred 
to fuch Seledl Committees; and the faid Commiffioneus lhall 

•appoint 
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apjjoilit a Ckrk, to take down ift Writing, Minutes of all the 
Proceedings of them the laid Co'mmiilioiiers, and of all lueh 
Evidence as lhall be given or produced before them, in as accurate 
- a Manner as the lame can poflibly be done, and lhall proceed in ex- 
amining all and every Witnels or WitnelTes who lhall come before 

24 them, and in IcrutinixingtheXvightsofany Voter or Voters, and iiiall 
other Matters and Things whatibeyer referred to them, in the lame 
Courfe and Manner, and according to, the fame Rules, as Select Com- 
mittees of the Houle of Commons on controverted Elections ought 
and are empowered to proceed in like Cafes; and the faid Commif- 
lioners lhall and may be attended by Two Counfel, and no moye, 
on Behalf of each of the Parties appearing before them, and com- 
plaining or complained of on diftinct Grounds or luterefts; and the 
Clerk appointed by the faid Commillioners lhall from Time to Time 
make, or caufe to be made, true Copies of the Minutes of all 
Proceedings before the faid Commillioners, and of all fuch Evi- 
dence as lhall be given or produced before them, and lhall 
give one fuch Copy to each of the Parties interefted, or his 
or their Agent, or to fuch of them as lhall demand the fame, 

25 On being paid for each Sheet of the faid Copy, confifting of 
Seventy-two Words, the Sum of Six Pence ; and within Ten Days 
after the Evidence before the faid Commiffioners lhall be clofed 
touching the Matters and Things referred to them, the faid Com- 
miffioners lhall caule Two Copies of the Minutes of all their Pro- 
ceedings to be made, and lhall examine the fame with the faid 
Minutes, and ffiall lign and feal the faid Copies; and lhall 
tranlmit by their Clerk, One of the laid Copies to the Clerk of the 

26 Crown for Ireland, or his Deputy at the Crown Office in Dublin ; 
and the other of the faid Copies to the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons of the Parliament of the faid United Kingdom, who 
lhall accordingly communicate the fame to the faid Houle, and 
upon the Tranfmiffion of the faid Copies, the faid Commif- 
fioners ffiall adjourn in order to receive fuch further Orders from 
the Seledl Committee upon the Petition in queftion, as fuch 
Committee may from Time to Time think requifite and ne- 
ceflary. 

Provided always, and be it further Ena^ed, That in cafe at any 
Time in the Courfe of the faid Proceedings before the faid Com- 
miffioners, any of the faid Parties ffiall tender or offer to produce' 
to the faid Commiffioners any Witnefs or Evidence to, of, or con- 
cerning any Matter or Thing whatfoever in IlTue before the faid 
Commiffioners, which Witnefs or Evidence the faid Commiffioners, 
dr a 'Majority of them, ffiall be of Opinion ought not'to be ex-' 

amined 
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-amined, -heard, or received, the faid CommiiTioners fhaU flate in 2*’' 
Writing the Reafons and' Grounds uj^on which they have rejedled 
the faid Evidence, and enter the fame upon their Proceedings ; 
•and it fliall and may he lawful to and for the Party tendering or 
offering to produce fuch Witnefs or Evidence, to require of the 
faid Commiliioners, that the faid Witnels or Evidence fhall be ex- 
amined, heard, and received, by and before them; and the Teffi- 
mony of fuch Witnefs, or the Purport of fuch Evidence, lhall ac- 
cordingly be taken dov'n in Writing by the Clerk to the laid Com- 
miffiouers feparately and apart from all other Evidence before the 
faid Commiflioners, and a Copy thereof, 'Vidth a Statement of the 
Purpofe to or for which the faid Witnefs or Evidence was produced, 

•and by whom' the fame was produced, lhall be iigned and fealed by 
the laid Commiflioners, in the Nature of a Bill of Exceptions to 
Evidence, and the fame lhall be tranfmitted by the faid Comraif- 
lioners, together with all the other Proceedings before them, 28 
in Manner herein mentioned:; and if the Selefl -Committee -of 
the Houfe of Commons, to whom the Merits of the Petition in 
queftion lhall -be afterwards referred, in Manner herein men- 
tioned, fliall be of Opinion, that the tendering and offering of Inch 
Witnefs or Evidence was frivolous or vexatious, or that fhe Tefti- 
mony of fuch Witnels. or the Purport ' of fuch Evidence was im- 
pertinent or irrelevant to the Matter, in Iffue before •‘the faid. 
Commiflioners, the faid Committee -lhall report fuch their Opinion 
to the Houle, together with their Opinion on the other Matters 
relating- to .the -laid Petition, -and the -Party who lhall before the 
faid Commiflioners have oppofed -the examining, hearing, or receiv- 20 
ing of fuch Witnefs or Evidence, fliall be entitled to recover from 
-the Perfon or Perfons who fliall have .produced fuch Witnefs or 
Pividence, the-fuil Cofts-and Expeiices which Inch Party or Parties 
lhall have incurred in oppoflng the fame, or by reafon of the fame 
being, received in Manner aforefaid ; which Gofl:s and Expences 
fliall be afeertained and recovered in the lame Manner and Form 
as are now provided by Law for the Recovery of Coffs and Expences 
in Cafes of frivolous or vexatious Petitions, or frivolous-or vexatious 
.Oppofltion.to any Petition. 

And be it further Enabled, That within Two Days after 
•the Copy of the -faid Proceedings, and Certificate of the Opinions 
of the faid Commiflioners, fliall be received by the Speaker, of the 
Houle of Commons, the laid Speaker lhall infert in The London 
•Gazette, a Warrant figned -by him, direfting the Seledl, Com- 
mittee .upon the • Petition in queftion, to rc-affcrable and meet 
. agiftn lykhin the -Space of One Month from the -Date of fuch 
D Warrant, 
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Warrant, provided Parliament -fliall be then fitting, and in cafe 
Parliament fliall not then be ftting, to meet within One Month 
after the Commencement of the next Seffion of Parliament, 
.30 and that the faid SeleS Committee lhall accordingly re-af- 
femble and meet again, and {hall take the laid Proceedings 
of the faid CommilTloners into Confideration, and lhall pro- 
ceed to try and determine the Merits of the laid Petition, 
in fuch and the fame Manner as Seleift Committees on con- 
troverted Eleftions are by the Laws now in force direfled to 
proceed, try, and determine ; fave and except that the laid Com- 
mittee lhall not call for or receive any other or further Evidence, 
written or parole, refpedling any Matters or Things which lhall 
have been tried and- examined by the laid Commillioners in Man-' 
net aforefaid ; but the tfaid Committee lhall determine on all fuch 
Matters and Things from the written Minutes of the Evidence, 
and Proceedings before the faid Commiff oners, and the Certifi- 
cates of the faid Commilf oners lb figned, fealed, and tranlmitted 
as aforefaid : Provided always, that the faid Committee lhall and 
may be at Liberty to hear Counlel, as to the EfFedl of the laid 
;'3-i Evidence and Certificates, in like Manner as they may do refipedf- 
ing any -other Matter in queftion before them ; and that the faid 
Seledl Committee lhall report their own Opinion to the Houfe, upon 
the whole Merits of -the faid Eledlioh or other Matter of the faid 
Petition. 

Provided always, and be it further Enafled, That the faid-Sele£l 
Committee lhall (from Time toTime during the Continuance of the 
32 faid Committee, and at any Time before reporting their final Opinion 
to the Houfe on the Merits of the Petition in queftion') havefullPower 
and Authority to direft any further or other Warrant to the faid 
Chai rman of the Commillioners,under the Hand and Seal of the Chair- 
man of the faid Committee, ordering and diredling the faid Commif- 
fioners-to re-affemble for finch Purpofes as lhall be in the faid Warrant 
Ipecified; and that fuch and the like Proceedings -lhall be had upon 
fuch further Warrant of -the Chairman of the faid Committee, as 
are herein diredled with relpedl to the faid Warrant of the Chair- 
man of the faid Committee herein firft mentioned. 

And be it further Enabled, That all and every Perfon and Per- 
fbns who lhall wilfully give falle Evidence, or make any laife 
-Oath or Affidavit before the faid Commiffioners, or before any 
-JulHce of the Peace, touching any Matter or Thing provided 
for by this A£l, lhall be profecuted and indinfted for the fame -; 
i-and fuch Perfon or Perfon-s -being convibled thereof, lhall be lent to 

feme 
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fome Honfe of Corredion. for a Time not exceeding Seven Years, 

•there to be kept to hard Labour during all the faid Time, or 
etherv/ife to be tranlported to fome of His Majefty’s Plantations’ 
beyond the Seas, for a Term not exceeding Seven Years, as the 
Court {hall deem inoft proi:)er ; and that it {hall and may be 
lawful for the Chairman of the faid Commiilioiiers, and he is 33 
hereby authorized and empowered, by Warrant under his Hand 
and Seal, diredled to any One or more Confliable or Conftables, 

•or to any other Perfon or Perfons fpecially appointed by fuch 
Chairman, to fummon and require the Attendance ofany Witneis 
or Witneffes, or other Perfon or Perlons, before the faid Com- 
miffioners, at the Day and Place to be mentioned in the faid 
Warrant, 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Perfon fo {iimmoned as 
a Witnefs as aforefaid, fhall neglect -or refufe to attend, without 
lawful Excufe to be determined by the laid Commiffioners, or if 
any . Witnefs before luch Commilhoners fliall prevaricate or lhall 
otherwife mifbehave in giving or refuiing to give Evidence, or if 
^ny Perfon fhall be guilty of any Contempt or Mifbehaviour what- 34 
■foever of or towards the laid Commiffioners, while fitting and actr 
mg in the Execution -of their faid Commiflion, the faid Chairman 
of the Commiilioners fhall and he is hereby empowered, by a War- 
rant under his Hand and Seal, and directed to the Gaoler of the 
Common Gaol of the County or Place in which the faid Commif- 
fioners fliall lit, to commit luch Perfon (not being a Peer of the 
ilealm or a Lord of Parliament) to the Cuftody of the faid Gaoler, 
without Bail or Mainprize, -for anj Time not exceeding Six Caien- 
•dar Months, 

And be it Eiiafted, That in cafe it fhall be requifite to llimmon Clause (D.) 
•any Member of Parliament to give Evidence before the faid Com- 
•miffioners, who fhall be then attending his Duty in Parliament, that 
•in fuch Cafe the Chairman of the Commiffioners fliall certify the 
fame to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, who fhall report 
the fame to the Houfe, 

And be it further EnaiSed, That each of'the faid CommifFioners Clause (E.) 
fo to be appointed in Manner aforefaid, fhall, immediately after the 
Seledl Committee on the Petition in queftion fliall have made the 
final Report to the Houfe on the Merits of the faid Petition, be 
entitled to demand and receive from the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Treafury in Dublin, the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds, 
for his Attendance upon the Execution of the faid Commiffion, 

D 2 together 
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together with the Sum of One Guinea for every Day 'which 
fuch Commiffioher fhail have been, or ihall be neceffarily engaged 
on the laid Commilfion, and alfo his travelling Expenccs, at the 
Rate of One Shilling and Six Pence for every Mile which fuch 
Comtniffioner Ihall have travelled from or to his ulual Place of 
Abode, in his Attendance on the Execution of fuch Commif- 
lion ; and that the Clerk to the faid Commiffioners Ihall alfo, upon 
his tranfmitting the faid Copies in Manner aforefaid, be entitled 
to demand and receive from the Lords Commiffioners of the 
Treafury in Dublin, fuch Sum or Sums for his Attendance on the 
Execution of the laid Commilfion, as the faid CommilTioners ihall 
under their Hands certify to be reafonable, not exceeding the 
Amount of Two Guineas for each Day of his Attendance on the 
Execution of the faid Commiffion, together with fuch Sum for 
the Copies of the Evidence tranfmitted, to the Clerk of the Crown 
ill Ireland, and the Speaker of the Houfe, in Manner aforefaid, as 
the faid Commiffioners Ihall think fit, not exceeding the Sum of 
Six Pence for every Sheet, conlifting of Seventy-two Words, the 
faid Copies Ihall contain. 

And be it further Enafled, That all pecuniary Penalties in and 
by this Adi impofed, ffiall and may be recovered, with full Cofis of 
Suit, by any Perfbn or Perlbns who fhail fue for the fame by Adilon 
of Debt in any Court of Record in that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland; in which Adiion it ffiall be fufficient for thePlaintiffi 
25 or Plaintiffs to declare that the Defendant or Defendants is or are 
indebted to him or them (to the Amount of the Penalty fued for) 
by virtue of this A€t ; and in which Adiion no Effoign, Privilege, 
Protediion, or Wager of Law, ffiall be allowed, nor more than One 
Imparlance. 

Provided always, and be it further Enadied, That every Indidr- 
ment, Information, or Adiion, for any Offence againfi this Adi, or 
any Forfeiture incurred under the fame, ffiall be found, hied, or com- 
menced within One Year after the Commiffion of the Fadi on 
which fuch Indidiment, Information, or Adiion ffiall be grounded, 
or within Six Months after the Conclufion of the Proceedings 
in the Houfe of Commons' relating to the Petition on the Trial of 
which fuch Fadl ffiall havearifen. 
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